SAVOY

ON TRACK

COMPUTING Newsletter of Savoy Computing Services Ltd Spring 2010
SERVICES LTD

Autodesk Welcome to this issue of ON TRACK

Preferred Industry Partner In this i .
AutoCAD" Civil 3D ninisissue. -

Message from the Editor Pick o6n Mi x AutoTrack!

AutoTrack for AutoCAD 2011 More bright ideas

Crossrail buys AutoTrack AU preview

E I

Can you always believe what you see? Tips and Tricks: AutoTrack for Highway Design

= =4 =4 -8 9

And finallye.

In future ON TRACK will be emailed to all on our mailing list. If you'd like to add your name then go to
www.savoy.co.uk/maillist.php

Message from the Editor

Hieverybody 6t he devel opment team have been hard at it over the
starting to see the fruits of their labours. AutoTrack 8.9 with support for AutoCAD 2011 has just been

released (apologies for the slight delay) and now they are putting the finishing touches to version 9.

Actually, we delayed this issue of ONTRACK so we could te

AutoTrack for AutoCAD 2011
Those of you that have upgraded to AutoCAD 2011 will be pleased to hear that

AutoTrack 8.9 with support for AutoCAD 2011 was released on 14 May 2010. It .
features many new features, some big, some not so big. One of your biggest gripes Compatible 'ﬁ
in the previous version was the lack of a ribbon 0thatés now includec %i hcl u
is a prize -winning Fly -By real -time camera control which even lets you see the S
drivers eye view in the rear view mirrors when reversing! "5
Amongst the early feedback has been fiwhereo:s <y t o
answer is that wedve removed them because all the path ed
using grip editing, just select the path and look for the arrow grip at the side of the AutoCAD
start and end of the path. E:O" .

ompatible

Civil 3D users get even more from v8.9. Now you can project paths onto surfaces,
animate vehicles over surfaces and generate vertical clearance paths on profile
views directly. And the paths update automatically when the surface changes. The
new features were demonstrated by Autodesk at AU 2009 and received a fantastic
response from users. If you use Civil 3D you really need to get v8.9.

Autodesk

Crossrail buys AutoTrack Can you always believe what you see?
Crossrail Ltd, the company

responsible for the new high
frequency railway for London and

the South East, have purchased a CfOSSfa“

multiple network licence of

One of the problems when you receive a drawing

with an AutoTrack swept path in it is verifying
exactly whatoés been done a
reasonable. For example, has a manoeuvre been
performed with no turn transitions which would

AutoTrack. allow it to turn quicker. Well, version 8.9 contains
Eventually, Crossrail will link east and west a new Audit command that may help.

London reducing crowding on the current rail Essentially, Audit performs a series of

network and encouraging road users to leave checks for common scenarios and

their cars at home, thereby reducing road traffic. displays an exception report, allowing

However, during construction they will need to the design engineer or checker to

get some very large construction vehicles into decide what action to take. Fields

extremely tight sites in the centre of London, and are provided for the engineer to

thatés where AutoTr ack c¢ o me HIEIADICE ]l Riol@ifErlo AN V=T N0
of Crossrail says, i We n e e dEEEGSaEN(08

help us model construction vehicle movements
and selecting AutoTrack really was an easy
choice for wuso.

We envisage a workflow in which the engineer
uses Audit to check his own work, corrects or
justifies any exceptions, and then submits it for
Martin Jefferys, (VI SEERSI-WYAe} approval-by & checking euthcsity. The checking
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delighted but not surprised that Crossrail have authority runs the Audit command again and,
chosen AutoTrack, its ability to model large and noting the exceptions and justifications, either
specialist vehicles i s s ec oRGJOEHNCEEN@0E

www.crossrail.co.uk It helps everyone and we think it will lead to better
designs, let us know what you think.
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In response to requests from some of our users B
we will be making one or two changes to the way
we sell AutoTrack in future.

More bright ideas

The winner of the iPod for best
new feature suggestion this time
goes to Carl Russell of IQ Project

The changes will take effect from version 9, due " Solutions Ltd ( www.igprojects.co.uk ) for his -
out later this year, and centre around unbundling 7 request for improved 3D camera view with 7\'
our programs to allow certain modules to be sold " support for rear view mirrors and additional '
separately. So, for example\remgm@”‘dbsl_ be able to buy

AutoTrack Parking Layout Tools without having to
buy AutoTrack for Highway Design. In fact we
will be making some changes to the product
names at the same time.

Toby Smith, Design Team Manager at 1Q,

_ hadthistosay, fiwWe feel that o
_ feedback have been captured with great
enthusiasm and determination by Savoy,

We think youdll approve of t(heﬁhd thehal rouicebenefitsear® RlIreagly baihgl Y

in the current economic climate, as they will allow "passed ont o o uQong@tulatiens t s
you to buy only the modules you need now, safe “* Carl and thank you, and 1Q Project

in the knowledge that you can add other modules " Solutions, for supporting AutoTrack.

at a later date. lies 7 Eeaf Ify)ouuvx?‘otﬁld ||l?e th& &15nEeQOQNmarV|I§0d

product down into smaller |ch tﬂéﬁﬁjstlgoyods%g}besﬁoﬁf%r%ﬂeh

forced to buy functionality until you need it. :. AutoTrack feature on our website.

Full details will be announced when version 9 is

N www.savoy.co.uk/wishlist.htm
launched.

Now available in: -
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feeds and

AU 2011
Once again later this year we will be jetting off to Las Vegas to take partin AU 2010. This
ti me wedve applied to give a couple of talks. 6t fknow for a coug
webve got a slot (it all depends on how many vot | gdt) but i f youbdr
to have some friendly faces in the audience 60dondt come if youdbre going to hedkl e! Wedl | | et
next time if we get a slot. In the meantime, the dates for your diary are 30 Nov & 2 Dec.
Tips & Tricks
AutoTrack for Highway Design: Online Libraries T
Wedve mentioned Online Vehicle Libr4g etters and
from the feedback wedve had people grme usef ul
Essentially they are just extra vehicles that you can download and o g oo mrer s
use just like the other vehicles installed on your PC. -
1. Open the Vehicle Library Explorer. «
2. Tick the Online checkbox and click the  Search button (enter
some text in the search field if you want to shorten the list).
3. The Online Vehicle Library Explorer will appear.

Tick the checkbox alongside the vehicles that you would like
and click Download

5. The selected vehicles will be added to a special Downloaded Vehicles
library in your Library Explorer dialog and can be used just like any
other vehicle.

6. Another good tip is that you can use the search button without = T

ticking the online checkbox to find vehicles in your local libraries.
o

One thing we should point out is that the online libraries are a value added

Hep

feature available only to users who have a current support contract.

And finally...
You may already have seen this picture of a design truck
made by Chinese transportation designer, Haishan Deng .

Inspired by the movement of quadruped animals and
designed with independent suspension arms that absorb
uneven terrain better than conventional dump trucks this
truck is capable of dumping in all four directions.

The concept was so good that Munich -based truck maker F.X.
Meiller GmbH & Co KG has  seen this as the future of
construction hauling.

otill next ti me.
...enjoy the World Cup and may the best team win!
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